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From left, NECC Bookstore manager Bryan Johnson and students Roni-Ann Klein and Bruce Potter are 
working to collect supplies for the military. 


Northern Essex helps troops 


Students and faculty 
looking to collect 
goods for soldiers 


By NICOLE KorTziaAs 
Contributing Reporter 


While many NECC students and 
faculty have been actively participat- 
ing in peace rallies on campus since 
the onset of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, one student has gone a dif- 
ferent route. 

Bruce Potter, a Business 
Management/Hospitality major at 
Northern Essex in conjunction with 
the Student Activities and 
Orientation department, the 
Veterans’ Services office and mem- 
bers of the Women’s Network, is 
showing support for U.S. troops by 
organizing a drive to collect toiletries 
and other items for men and women 
stationed overseas. 

“T read the piece in the Observer 
(about collecting supplies for U.S. 


troops) and that got me thinking, 
why not do that here?” Potter said. 

“I contacted Dina Brown, then 
went over to the Veterans’ Services 
office to see what we could do. They 
suggested a drive.” 

Posters have since been dis- 
persed around campus, asking stu- 
dents to donate 


jar out so that people can donate 
money instead of supplies.” 

The supplies will be handed over 
to the Veterans’ Services office and 
then distributed to the proper facili- 
ties. 

Potter expressed high hopes that 
the drive will be successful. 

“There seems to 


items like ——-- 6-6 be a lot of interest 
toothpaste, among students,” 
snack bars, AA Potter said. “We 
batteries and ° ° hope people will 
blank post The drive is about drop something in 
cards. supporting OUP the boxes.” 
Students troops. “It would be nice 
can deliver —Bruce _ if it could catch on to 
items in any Potter kids in other schools 


one of the four 
drop-off loca- 
tions on cam- 
pus. 

“One box is in the library, one is 
outside the bookstore, and there are 
boxes in the Student Activities center 
and at the Veterans’ Services office,” 
Potter said. 

“We will have a box in the C 
building lobby on Wednesday, April 
16, 23, and 30. We will also leave a 


and they would send 
drawings and letters 
of encouragement.” 

Potter explained 
that the drive has not been organized 
to express an opinion about U.S. 
involvement with the war. 

“The issue is not whether or not 
they should be there. The drive is 
about supporting the troops.” 
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Alumni take a 
trip to see the 
Celtics 


Hate mail prompts 


investigation 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The president of a student club at 
NECC recently received what he 
believed was a threatening e-mail 
and is questioning whether the col- 
lege handled it properly. 

On Wednesday, April 2, David 
W. Irvine, the president of the Gay/ 
Straight Alliance, received an e-mail 
filled with profanities regarding the 
GSA bake sale. The message was 
sent to his home address, which he 
lists on flyers displayed around 
NECC to advertise GSA events. The 
e-mail was sent two days before the 
bake sale, and the sender’s name was 
included. 

Irvine was quite disturbed by the 
offensiveness of the message, which 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


The upcoming renovation peri- 
od to improve NECC’s Haverhill 
Student Center is causing a number 
of short term inconveniences for 
students, particularly in restricting 
the registration process. 

Renovations on the ‘F’ build- 
ing, which are set to begin this 
August and continue through at 
least January of next year, are caus- 
ing the Registration department to 
schedule just eight “One Stop” reg- 
istrations for summer and_ fall 
courses this spring. 

Organized and conducted in the 
Student Center’s cafeteria, the One 
Stops allow students to set up their 
classes for approaching semesters 
quickly with the help of Advising 
staff and other faculty members. 

This spring’s One Stops will 
take place from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
on Apr. 17, May 1, May 8 and June 
18, and from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 


Time to register 


was crude and contained many pro- 
fanities. 

Offense turned to feeling wary 
when he read the closing of the letter, 
which read “see you at the bake 
sale.” 

“T felt threatened by the closing,” 
Irvine said, despite the fact that he 
did not open the e-mail until after the 
bake sale. 

Irvine took the matter to Colleen 
Walsh of the registrar’s office, who is 
the adviser to the GSA. She then took 
it to security, where more issues 
arose. 

At first college officials told 
Irvine he had no case, but during a 
subsequent interview with the 
Observer, administration said the 
investigation is ongoing and may 


See Letter, page 5 


on May 9 in Haverhill for all stu- 
dents. ESL majors only may regis- 
ter from 3:00 to 7:00 pm on Apr. 23 
and from noon to 6:00 pm on Apr. 
29 at the Lawrence campus. A One 
Stop for all students will also be 
held at the Lawrence campus from 
3:00 to 7:00 pm on June 12, the 
final opportunity for students to 
register for summer classes. The 
number of additional One Stop 
events normally scheduled in 
September will not take place this 
year due to the ongoing renova- 
tions, which means students who 
fail to register for fall classes dur- 
ing the One Stop periods this spring 
will be called into campus over the 
summer and have to wait in poten- 
tially tedious lines outside of the 
‘B’ building’s registration office. 
Worse yet, students may find 
desired classes widely unavailible 
without early registration. 
Registrar Kevin Stanley strong- 
ly reccomends registering for class- 


See One Stops, page 5 
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Did security 
blunder? 


We hesitate to say that security 
mishandled the case involving David 
Irvine, who received an e-mail he 
considered threatening. But it is 
becoming more and more clear that 
the situation was not handled correct- 
ly. 

The first question that must be 
asked is why must a law be broken 
for the college to deal with the case? 
In the NECC student handbook, it is 
stated that a student must have a 
learning environment that is “free of 
all forms of harassment or abuse.” 

It seems like receiving a vulgar e- 
mail calling a person “sexually dys- 
functional” and worse, which the let- 
ter to Irvine did, would fall under 
harassment. 

But according to Security Chief 
Glenn Beal, NECC had nothing to do 
with the case because it did not 
involve a physical threat. He said that 
if the letter did not threaten bodily 
harm, Irvine had no case. 

Why must a law be broken for the 
college to be involved? Why won’t 
the school get involved if a person is 
being harassed but is not threatened? 
Is it not still hurting their education? 

Beal and Mark Andrews, the vice 
president of administration, said that 
the letter was just an example of a 
person stating their views. So they 
could not do anything about it. 

But is it still stating an opinion if 
that opinion is so offensive that it is 
infringing on the student’s ability to 


have a harassment-free education, as 
the handbook says every student is 
entitled to? 

There have also been questions as 
to whether the case is actually still 
open. 

Security left Irvine under the 
impression that the case was closed. 
Beal stated very clearly in his letter to 
Irvine that “having no proof that this 
person is a student means it has noth- 
ing to do with this school.” 

But in an interview with the 
Observer, Beal said that the case was 
still open. If it is, then why was the 
victim not informed? Why was the 
person who received the letter left 
with the feeling that the case was 
over? 

One other blunder security was 
guilty of was naming the incorrect 
person as the suspect in the case. In 
his letter to Irvine, Beal spells the 
name of the e-mail’s writer incorrect- 
ly, with two “Ls” instead of one. He 
also informed the Observer that the 
suspect was a 38-year-old woman. 
Upon further investigation, the 
Observer found that this 38-year-old 
woman seems to be a different person 
from whomever sent the e-mail. 

The person in the school’s 
records whose name matched the 
spelling on the e-mail was actually 
much younger, and seemingly a dif- 
ferent person from who they suspect- 
ed, according to documents obtained 
from the registrar. 

Was security suspecting the 
wrong person? Or was it just a coin- 
cidence? But Irvine made his feelings 
clear when he said, “if security want- 
ed to do something, they could have.” 
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Will Iraq ever be 


a peaceful country? 


Sue Tetreauot, Radiology 
“Yes, in eight years.” 


Derek Levesque, Liberal Arts 
“As soon as we kill Saddam.” 


Cheryl Arrael, General Studies/ 
Nursing 

“Not until Saddam is dead or found 
and procecuted.” 


Jillian Stanton Photos 


David Gentile, Medical Education 
“Yes, with troops liberating the 
area.” 


David Patterson, General Studies 

“T believe the situation in Iraq will 
improve for the United States, Iraq, 
and for world peace. ” 


Beth Gilreath, Accounting 

“No, because it has been years and 
years of turmoil there and they [the 
Iraqis] blame everything on their 
religion.” 
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Maybe this war with Iraq is necessary 


From 
the one 
begin- 
ning, I 
have been 
opposed 
to the war 
in Iraq. 
Even now 
I still feel 
that there 
are some 
underlying causes for us going to 
war with Iraq. 

My feelings towards the war 
changed slightly when I watched 
the statue of Saddam Hussein 
being torn down. 

Watching the joy, happiness, 
and, probably, relief on the faces 
of the Iraqi people, was an emo- 
tional event to have seen. 

Honestly, I never imagined 
that something like that would 
have ever happened. 

When I saw the Iraqi people 
dragging the head of the statue 
through the streets, I felt chills 
go down my spine. 

It was like they were express- 
ing something that had been 
locked inside of them for years, 
and years. It was/is the start of 


Dayv (David) Irvine, presi- 


dent of the  Gay/Straight 
Alliance at NECC, recently 
received a piece of obscene 
hate mail regarding a GSA bake 


sale on campus. This is his 
response: : 
I*d love to say I was 


shocked, or even horrified... 
actually, I laughed. 

Not because I thought it was 
funny, but because I was so 
tired that it was the only way I 


could shake the exasperation. 
Okay, so maybe | 


also 
thought the use of the term 


the liberation of the Iraqi people. 

From witnessing this incredi- 
ble event it made me realize that 
this war was necessary in order 
to free the Iraqi people of torture, 
hatred and violence. 

I now believe that peace 
would have never liberated the 
Iraqi people. 

There was no possible way 
for us to reason with Saddam 


leave the country in complete 
chaos. 

I believe that we did abandon 
them in the Gulf War, and that’s 
why there are some Iraqi people 
who are still skeptical of the 
events that have happened thus 
far in Iraq. 

People want to wait and make 
sure that power of Saddam has 
truly been destroyed before 


(OSS RES ey A Se 


I now believe that peace would have 
never liberated the Iraqi people. 


Hussein and his regime. 

I’m not saying that I com- 
pletely agree with the war, but I 
agree with freeing a people who 
have been hurting for far too 
many years. 

My only concern is that I 
hope the U.S. doesn’t abandon 
the Iraqi people as soon as the 
war is over. 

We should help them in form- 
ing a new government and not 


“sexual dysfunction” incorrect- 
ly was mildly hilarious. 


When I say I _ wasn’t 
shocked, it doesn’t mean I was- 
n’t angry. 


I came out in high school, 
and have met opposition to me 
living my life from hundreds of 
people since. 

I figured by now, in college, 
people would have matured a 
little. 

Shortly after reading this 
piece of hate mail, I forwarded 
the e-mail to all the members of 
the GSA with one question, 
“What does everyone want to 
do?” 

We decided to bring it to the 
attention of the NECC commu- 


going out and celebrating in the 
streets. 

If the U.S. does abandon the 
Iraqi people and does not follow 
through in helping them form a 
new government then it will be 
evident that the U.S. was in this 
war for reasons unknown to the 
American people. 

The tearing down of the 
Saddam statue was probably one 
of the few events I felt the media 


nity and to make a formal reply. 
First, the Gay/Straight 
Alliance does not EVER push 


ape 


I figured by now, in 
college, people would 
have matured a little. 


bedroom habits. 
This person obviously made 


the assumption that the 


covered properly or should have 
covered at all. 

It seemed as though we were 
told every step of the war: “Well 
we are gonna bomb Baghdad 
within the next several days.” 

I’m_ thinking’ to myself, 
“Great! Why don’t we give 
Saddam a call and let him know, 
so that he’s prepared.” 

Things of that nature did not 
make sense to me, and | didn’t 
feel it was necessary to have war 
tactics on the news. 

However, showing the “liber- 


ation” of the Iraqi people on the 
news was extraordinary, and I 
was glad that I got to witness this 
miraculous event. 

I believe now, that if we stay 
true to the “real” purpose of this 
war and further help the Iraqi 
people, the country of Iraq will 
start to reinvent itself and possi- 
bly become a peaceful place to 
live. 

Also, I believe that this will 
also give other countries who are 
hurting, hope that peace is possi- 
ble. 


mtv.com photo 


Statue of Saddam gets torn down in the center of Baghdad, and 
signifies the liberation of the Iraqi people. 


Gay/ Straight Alliance president responds to hate email 


Gay/STRAIGHT Alliance has 
only gay members and that we 
are out to “convert” everyone. 

Second, speaking from a 
medical background, the term 
sexual dysfunction is used to 
describe being physically inca- 
pable of performing sexually. 

As most of the members of 
the GSA have not even come 
close to such an age where we 
have to worry about sexual dys- 
function, | feel safe in assum- 
ing that isn’t a problem. 

Third, whereas the GSA has 
as much of a right to hold a 
bake sale as any other student 
organization, we would like to 
point out one thing. 


Last semester, during our 


first and only other bake sale, 
we raised over $65 for breast 
cancer research. How very self- 
absorbed of us. 

Finally, this “non-issue” is 
very much an issue. 

It is very obvious that peo- 
ple encounter harassment based 
on their sexual orientation. 

The goal of the 
Gay/Straight Alliance is to 
raise awareness and to promote 
anti-discrimination, not just for 
sexual orientation, but for any- 
one who has ever been discrim- 
inated against. 


Why all the fuss about two girls kissing in their video? 


Dear Editor, 


“Are these Russian teenybop- 
pers big phonies?” This was one of 
the questions asked in the article 
“Ta.Tu Just what are they really?” 
by Sheila Bailey in [last] week’s 
Observer. 

The article questioned whether 
these girls were lesbians or just 
putting on an act to increase record 
sales. But is this really the question 
that should be asked? 

When I was first exposed to the 
song, “All the Things She Said” by 
Ta.Tu, the first thought that came to 
mind was, “What a great song this 
was!” The soft techno beat is what 
intrigued me. I couldn’t understand 
the lyrics that well, but the fact that 
their voices were piercing made me 
want to learn the words. 

When I realized what they were 
saying, I thought, “Finally a song I 
can relate to.” This will be my 


theme song this year. The lyrics 
almost jumped off the page, invit- 
ing me to feel and understand 
everything it was trying to say. 

Now | did not hear this song on 
the radio, nor did I see on one of 
the music channels. 

My roommate bought the DVD 
a long time before the single came 
out. Watching the video, I did won- 
der if they were kissing each other 
just for the video, but what a bonus 
it would be if they were really 
together. 

However, for me, that wasn’t 
the point. In the video, we spotlight 
the girls kissing each other. 

Let’s focus more on the fact 
that they are doing it behind a 
closed gate in front of people who 
are disgusted by them. 

By the end of the video they 
walk away from all of that. I think 
it’s clear that the meaning has a 
bigger impact than that of the girls 


just kissing each other. 

Whether or not these girls are 
gay or just putting on a show 
should not be the concern. When 
we see heterosexual band members 
kiss each other in a video, we don’t 
question whether they are together 
or just doing it for the video. 

It never becomes an issue; how- 
ever, when two female band mem- 
bers kiss each other, eyebrows start 
to rise. We start asking if they’re 
just playing games. 

Never do these girls say that 
they are lesbians, but never do they 
say they are not. But whether these 
girls are lesbians should not matter 
if the message is interpreted the 
right way. 

What these girls represent by 
kissing each other as friends or 
lovers is that it’s finally okay to be 
gay and out. 

Socrety has come along way 
with the gay community. Although 


the world has changed, many par- 
ents still believe that a man and a 
woman belong together. 

The children of today know 
this, and so they hold back. They 
are silenced by the ignorance of 
yesteryear. 

The girls of Ta.Tu serve as role 
models not only for young gay 
females, but gay males as well. 
Ta.Tu song’s, “All the Things She 
Said” helps these young people to 
step out of their shell, and be proud 
of who they are. 

Personally, not only as a 
woman, but as a bisexual as well, I 
do not take offense, but applaud 
their courageous and controversial 
video. 


Jessica Feliciano 
NECC Student 


Send a letter 
to the 


Observer. 
Send Email to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Or drop letters off in our 


newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 
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Today more 
than any other 


your butt and do 
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College community reacts to Romney's plan 


Students and staff 
voicing their negative 
feelings for the plan 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Ever since Gov. Mitt Romney’s 
budget proposal was released in 
February, its effects have outraged 
NECC and the rest of the higher edu- 
cation in Massachusetts. Now all 
involved are fighting back in a vari- 
ety of ways, according to President 
David Hartleb. 

One of the ways the NECC is 
attempting to fight Romney’s contro- 
versial proposal is through letters and 
phone calls to the State Legislature 
according to Hartleb. 

“There has been a good letter 
writing campaign,” Hartleb said. 

Students—who will face a rise in 
tuition, along with the other negative 
effects involved in cuts in the budget 


_ Continued from page 1 

involve the Haverhill police. 

After Irvine’s initial complains 
to security, the letter was referred 
to Mark Andrews, the vice presi- 
dent of administration, and to the 
college’s attorney. According to 
Andrews, they determined the let- 
ter did not threaten bodily harm, so 
it did not constitute a hate crime. 
Glenn Beal, the chief of security at 
NECC, added that a direct threat 
or reference to weapons has to be 
made for it to be considered a 
threat. 

College administration also 
explained that the person who 
sent the letter was not enrolled as a 
student. Only one person by that 
name was ever enrolled at NECC, 
according to Kevin Stanley, the 
head registrar, but that person 
never attended a class and had not 
registered since 1998. Stanley was 
also quite skeptical as to whether 
that was the person involved. 

No one by that name appeared 
as an employee at NECC either, 
according to Steve Fabbrucci, the 
associate dean of human 
resources. 

“Having no proof that this per- 
son is a student means it has noth- 
ing to do with the school,” Beal 
said in a letter sent to Irvine. 
However, the name of the person 
in Beal’s letter was not the same 
spelling as on Irvine’s letter. 

To Irvine, Beal’s letter meant 
that the investigation was over. 
But he was troubled by the fact 
that, even if the person was not a 
student or employee, she was still 
on campus. Irvine said he had rea- 
son to believe a woman wrote the 
letter. 

“She’s obviously on campus,” 
Irvine said. “She had to be on cam- 
pus to get my e-mail address off 


if the plan is passed— have met the 
call of professors, administrators and 
other sources, such as the Observer. 
The students have taken to writing 
and calling their legislators, Hartleb 
said, and commenting on the nega- 
tive effects the plan will have on 
them. 

The NECC Student Senate aided 
the students’ efforts in writing to 
their representatives at NECC’s most 
recent event, Spring Jam. 

At the event, pre-written letters 
specialized for every State 
Representative were given out to stu- 
dents who reside in Massachusetts. 
The students needed only to sign 
their name and write their address 
and phone number to the letter. 

The letter stated that the person 
who signed it was an NECC student 
and was opposed to Romney’s reor- 
ganization plan. 

However, according to Professor 
Joseph LeBlanc, vice president of the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council, the students can’t be satis- 
fied, and they have to continue to 
send letters. 


Letter prompts investigation 


the flyer and to know when the 
GSA bake sale was.” 

The NECC Observer, which 
has received numerous “letters to 
the editor” from the same e-mail 
address, offered further evidence 
of the person’s presence on cam- 
pus. The letters were sent to the 
Observer by a person who identi- 
fied herself as a student. 

In NECC’s handbook for col- 
lege policies, the Policy of Support 
of Diversity 
and Pluralism 


Members of the faculty and 
administration have also begun send- 
ing letters and making phone calls to 
the Senate and Legislature, according 
to Hartleb, in greater quantity than 
students. 

Hartleb said that he has been 
made aware since many have sent 
him a copy of the 


sponsoring a demonstration on 
Tuesday, April 29, to support public 
higher education. The march, in 
which both college students and 
employees are invited to participate, 
will begin at Park Street T station in 
Boston at 10:30 a.m., and will lead to 
the State House for the rally at 11:00 

a.m., according to 


letter they were a release. 
sending. Seen ee Organizers hope it 
Since the will be huge. 
cuts and consoli- However, 
dation involved Odds are against action should not 
in Romney’s plan Romney’s budget end when the rally 
would lead to is over, LeBlanc 
many lost jobs, plan said. He encour- 
college employ- —Joseph ages students and 
ees have taken LeBlanc employees to go 


the opportunity 
to express their 
outrage in hopes 
to save their pro- 
fessional lives, LeBlanc commented 
recently. 

What letters and calls cannot get 
across the rally planned for April 29 
hopes to. 

The higher education union is 


by anyone in the administration. 

He also disagreed with the 
idea that the letter was not a threat. 

“For the first two or three 
days, I was looking around think- 
ing ‘is that her,’” Irvine said. 

In an interview on April 11, 
Andrews and Beal, however, said 
that the case was actually an ongo- 
ing investigation. Beal said that 
the letters were extremely close to 
being hate mail, but did not quali- 

fy due to the 
absence of a 


reads:  “stu- gon am a ee direct threat. 

dents, faculty, “She has not 
staff and visi- crossed the line 
tors must be She hasn’t crossed yet, we'll be 


free from con- 
duct which has 
the purpose or 
effect of inter- 
fering with an 
individual’s 
academic or 
professional 
performance or creating an intimi- 
dating, hostile or demeaning edu- 
cational or employment environ- 
ment.” 

It goes on to say: “the college 
has a policy of unequivocal con- 
demnation of intolerance, whether 
it be based on ethnicity, religion, 
cultural heritage, race, disability, 
sex or sexual orientation.” Irvine 
felt that he was not being granted a 
discrimination-free college experi- 
ence. 

With the case seemingly 
closed, Irvine felt that security and 
the school had done a poor job of 
handling it. 

“T feel that if security wanted 
to do something, they could have,” 
Irvine said in an interview on April 
10. 

He felt that security did not do 
a good enough job, and was upset 
that he was not directly contacted 


the line, we'll be 
there at the line 
waiting for her 


Andrews 


there at the line 
waiting for her,” 
Andrews said. 

ASELt: 6g 
receiving infor- 
mation from the 
Observer, Beal 
said that they 
were going to have a follow-up 
with the Haverhill police. 

As of now, Andrews said there 
was little they could do since the 
writer is not a student. He said that 
the writer would technically be a 
guest on the campus, and could 
only be told that the comments 
were not appreciated on campus. 
But Beal was quick to comment 
that, in his opinion and the opinion 
of NECC’s attorney, all that has 
really happened was that a person 
expressed her opinion, even 
though it was not done in the right 
way. 

“We don’t even know if it is 
the writer’s real name, they can 
use any fake name on those e-mail 
accounts,” Stanley said of the 
name attached to Yahoo account of 
the sender. 


—Mark 


into the State 
House after the 
rally, meet with 
state representa- 
tives and voice their issues with the 
proposed plan. He said that it is a 
good opportunity for members of 
higher education to make their voic- 
es heard. 

The Community College presi- 


dents have also taken it upon them- 
selves to meet with the state repre- 
sentatives and senators. 

The most recent of their meetings 
was on April 4, when Hartleb and 
other senior administration met with 
Senators and Representatives from 
the lower Merrimack Valley. 

One of the topics discussed at the 
meeting was the Community College 
President’s version of Romney’s pro- 
posal. 

The efforts of these groups are 
showing positive results, according 
to LeBlanc. 

“Odds are against Romney’s 
higher ed. reorganization plan,” 
LeBlanc said. “I don’t hear a lot of 
positive comments.” 

LeBlanc feels that the plan is in 
serious danger of being “killed” 
when the House and Senate vote on 
it. He has gained this information 
while working at the State House. 

The House and Senate are bound 
to look unkindly on a plan that would 
make them seem unpopular, since 
they have to be voted back into 
office, LeBlanc said. 


One Stops limited 


Continued from page 1 


es at the One Stops. 

“Since there won’t be any more 
One Stops after May 12, we’ll then 
have to go about things in the regis- 
tration office, and that could get very 
ugly. Can you imagine three or four 
hundred students in the ‘B’ building 
hallway? We really hope it doesn’t 
come to that and it won’t if students 
come to the One Stops this spring. ” 

The constuction, along with the 
3.8 million dollars in budget cuts that 
are reducing funds, effect financial 
aid applicants as well. 

“There is a shortage of funds for 
this fall and it’s first come first serve 
for applicants,” said Director of 
Financial Aid Nancy Sabin. “Our 
priority deadline date is April 23 so if 
you haven’t applied yet, you need 
to.” 

Sabin also stressed the impor- 
tance of applying for financial aid 
and registering at the same time to 
avoid unnecessary hassles. 

“You’ve got to apply and pre- 
register at the same time because it 
helps us determine how many stu- 
dents are attending the college with 
financial aid and how much we need 
to accommodate,” she noted. 

Though Stanley is weary of the 
‘F’ building renovations’ limitaions 


on registration, he is exited about the 
fruitful commodities the renovations 
will result in for students. 

“Ourania Behrakis (whom the 
Student center is named after) was on 
the board of trustees for many years. 
Before she passed away in 2001, she 
gave the school one million dollars. 
She made the donation with the 
vision that one day the Student 
Center would accommodate nearly 
everything students of the college 
would need. She specifically wanted 
this building to be for registration 
and enrollment activity,” said 
Stanley. 

“If you think about it now, you 
drive into the school and the first 
building you come to (the Student 
Center) doesn’t have much for stu- 
dents. Well, after the constuction, the 
Student Center will be very user 
friendly for students. Everything that 
is student-oriented will be moved to 
the Student Center, including assess- 
ment testing and career placement. 
Behrakis’s vision was essentially that 
a student could come in to the first 
building they see on campus and 
have everything right here. They’ll 
be able to fill out an application, 
apply for financial aid and register 
for classes right here in the Student 
Center .” 
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NECC trustees struggling with cuts 


Decide to name new 
theater after Chester 
Hawrylciw 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Gov. Mitt Romney’s budget and 
realignment proposal was the major 
topic, but other issues were dealt 
with at the NECC Board of Trustees 
meeting on Wednesday, April 2. 

Romney’s budget proposal was 
once again the central story in the 
trustees meeting. 

The trustees were presented with 
Romney’s most recent budget pro- 
posal, which is a more detailed ver- 
sion of his original plan, with minor 
changes. 

The new plan, which was put 
together by Bain & Co., Romney’s 
old consulting company, is based pri- 
marily on statistics. 

President David Hartleb 
informed the trustees that many of 
the numbers in the plan, which tells 
the government’s idea of the amounts 
the colleges should be spending on 
areas of the school, don’t make sense 
because they are based upon the busi- 


ness statistics found by Bain. 

Visiting the college and finding 
out how it worked, Hartleb believes, 
would be the only way to find the 
idea numbers on how to run a col- 
lege. He said that it was impossible 
for a company like Bain, which spe- 
cializes in buying out failing compa- 
nies and retooling them, to discover 
idea amounts a college should spend 
without visiting the college. 

“It’s based upon nothing but bud- 
get data,” Hartleb said. 

He went on to say the NECC has 
been picked as one of the “fat 
schools,” which spends large 
amounts on many systems. But 
Hartleb pointed out that the reason 
the college spends so much money 
on services is because many NECC’s 
services are the largest among com- 
munity colleges. 

“NECC has the largest develop- 
mental program in the state, we are 
proud of that,” Hartleb said. 

Hartleb and other members also 


commented on the plan unknowingly - 


proposing NECC cut its entire athlet- 
ics and security budget. 

“What, do they want us to have 
no security and have murders,” 
Richard Early, a member of the board 
of trustees, said on the subject. 

Hartleb said that the college is 


to-graduate, your name will be on 
a special commemorative T-shirt! 


T-shirts = white with royal blue letteriig ~ vill feature all the 
names of those graduates of August 2002, January 2003 and 
May 2003. They make a great graduation keepsake or gift, 


oizes L & XL only 


Quantities 


PAY by check or money order « send to NECC Alumni Office with 
narne/address/phone/shirt size - OR 
CREDIT CARD orders may be called in to 978-556-3623 
PICK UP T-Shirts during final’s week in the Registrar's Office 
of in the Alumni Offica, room A301 
T-Shirts will ALSO BE AVAILABLE at graduation 


Proceads banefit Alumnnl sponsored student scholarships 
For more information call 978-556-3623 


willing to take the cuts, $37 million 
for community colleges in 
Massachusetts, but still wants to keep 
local boards in control. 

Byron Matthews, the chairman 
of the board of trustees, also com- 
mented on the fact that Romney and 
Peter Nessen, 
Romney’s 
special advi- 
sor of educa- 
tion, did not 
seem to be 
“on the same 
page” when 
the communi- 
ty college 
presidents 
and chairman 
of the trustees 


The budget also affected the dis- 
cussion of the trustees to allow the 
college to raise fees by $10 per cred- 
it hour for summer classes. That will 
raise fees to $74 per credit hour, 
according to a release. While it was 
not passed unanimously, the board 


Sie Sy See 


When this plan doesn’t work, and it 
destroys the colleges, what next? 


—Lynn Arsenault 
Trustees student member 


Another subject discussed were 
the advancements in embedded sys- 
tems solutions. 

According to a release, embed- 
ded systems are a growing field of 
computers, which are designed for a 
special purpose, such as those found 
in cars or cellular phones. 

NECC is hoping to 
become a “bridge” for 
high school students who 
want to get involved in a 
profession involving 
embedded systems. The 
school is expecting a little 
over 20 students in the 
embedded program next 
year, many with experi- 
ence in the field from high 
school or tech school. 


met with 
them two weeks ago. 

“Tt’s really sad to have the gover- 
nor saying one thing and Nessen say- 
ing another,” Matthews said. 

Nessen, however, is expected to 
be named the secretary of education, 
according to Hartleb. That would 
make Nessen the most powerful man 
in higher education, next to Romney. 

“When this plan doesn’t work, 
and it destroys the colleges, what 
next?” Lynn Arsenault, the student 
member of the board of trustees said. 


Collection Date: April 16, 23, 30, 2003 


Spurk “C” Bid. Lobby 
10AM to 1PM 


Other drop off points are: Library. Bookstore, 
Veteran’s affairs office, and Student Activities Office 


Location: 
Time: 


Student Activities & Orientation Department, a part of the College Life & Healthy Living Unit, Divt 


did pass it. 

Other business that was touched 
upon at the meeting was the naming 
of Lecture Hall A when it is convert- 
ed into a theater. The trustees voted 
unanimously to name the theater 
after the late Chester (Chet) W. 
Hawrylciw, humanities dean. 
Although, according to Ernie 
Greenslade, the director of public 
relations at NECC, it has not been 
officially announced that the lecture 
hall will become a theater. 


IT NOT A MATTER OF 
SHOULD WE OR SHOULDN'T WE. 


What matters is supporting our 
brother, sister, mother, father, son, 
or daughter that are over there. 


SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 


Most important are the well wishes for home. 
Send letters, pictures, cards, etc. to let them know we care. 
For other donations suggestions see list below. 


sion of Enrolment management & Student 


F133 Haverhili Campus 978-556-3731 
: e 738-7417 


UMass-Lowell and Salem 
State College are two other colleges 
that currently have embedded sys- 
tems programs. 

At the meeting, the board also 
took the time to reappoint a number 
of members. Byron Matthews was 
reelected as chairman of the board, 
Richard Early was elected to remain 
vice chairman, and Barbara 
MacKinnon was once again picked 
as the secretary. They also 
announced three new employees to 
the college. 
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Bush hints that Syria 
is next if they do not 
‘cooperate’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
President Bush warned Syria on 
Sunday not to harbor fleeing Iraqi 
leaders and he rejoiced at the 
release of seven American soldiers 
captured in the war. 

Bush did not say he was 
threatening military action against 
Iraq's western neighbor, but said 
of the Syrians: “They just need to 
cooperate.” 

Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld said earlier Sunday that 
some leading members of Saddam 
Hussein's government had taken 
refuge in Syria. 

Bush, who spent the weekend 
at Camp David in Maryland, was 
informed at about 7 a.m. EDT by 
his national security adviser, 
Condoleezza Rice, that seven sol- 
diers were released in Iraq. 

The president seemed espe- 
cially upbeat as he returned 
Sunday afternoon to the White 
House. 

However, Bush was irritated 
by media reports that focused on 

_the chaos and looting in Iraq after 
the fall of Saddam's government. 

“The statue (of the Iraqi presi- 
dent) went down on Wednesday, 
and the headlines start to read ‘dis- 
order’,” Bush said. “Well, no kid- 
ding!” He blamed the mayhem on 
conditions created by Saddam. 

Asked what message he had 
for the Iraqi people, Bush said: 
“You're free, and freedom is beau- 
tiful.” 


Smallpox prevention 
hurts other public 
health problems 


SEATTLE (AP) The high 
cost and heavy demands of being 
ready for a possible smallpox 
attack are squeezing basic public 
health services, state health offi- 
cials say, forcing cutbacks in 
such areas as childhood vaccina- 
tions and tuberculosis preven- 
tion. 

“It has forced trade-offs in 
everything we do,” said Dr. 
Alonzo Plough, public health 
director for Seattle and King 
County, which is battling its 
worst tuberculosis outbreak in 30 
years. 

But federal health officials 
have some advice: Get used to it. 

“We are never going to get 
back to the days when we did 
‘regular’ public health,'’” said Dr. 
Ed Thompson, of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
“For the rest of all our careers in 
public health, we're going to do 
the emergency crises and the 
daily work side by side.” 

Some state and local health 
agencies warn that the result 
could be more outbreaks of pre- 
ventable diseases like TB and 
hepatitis. Seattle officials blame 
a shrinking budget and the 
emphasis on smallpox for con- 
tributing to the TB outbreak. 


April 16, 2003 


Event is April 16 


from 5-8 p.m. 


The Academic Advising Center 
and the PACE program are co-host- 
ing Transfer Night on Wednesday, 
Apr. 16 from 5:00 to 8:00 pm in the 
lobby of the Spurk “C” building. 

Students considering transfer- 
ring to a four-year institution will be 
able to meet admissions and transfer 
counselors from 12 colleges and uni- 
versities offering part-time, evening 
and weekend bachelor degree pro- 
grams. 


The following schools are send- 

ing representatives: 

Boston University 

Cambridge College 

Lesley University 

Merrimack College 

Northeastern University 

Regis College 

Rivier College 

Salem State College 

Southern New Hampshire 
University 

Springfield College School of 
Human Services 

UMASS Lowell 

Wentworth Institute of 
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Technology. 

Students should bring an unoffi- 
cial copy of their most recent tran- 
script for the admissions counselors 
to review. Unofficial copies can be 
obtained from the Registrar’s Office 
at either campus. 

Event organizers say now is a 
good time to begin learning about 
the transfer process and preparing to 
transfer. 

For more information, contact 
Diane Sheahan in the Academic 
Advising Center, B 201, Haverhill 
campus, call 978-556-3444 or E- 
mail dsheahan@necc.mass.edu. 


NECC benefactor receives honor 


A national award honoring bene- 
factors of two-year colleges was 
recently bestowed upon Lowell busi- 
nessman George Behrakis, who 
donated $1 million to Northern Essex 
Community College in memory of 
his late sister Ourania Behrakis, a 
member of the NECC Board of 
Trustees for 11 years. 

Behrakis received the 2002 
Benefactor Award from the Council 
for Resource Development (CRD), 
which is the only professional orga- 
nization concerned exclusively with 
funding for two-year colleges. 
Through education, advocacy and 
mentoring, CRD supports profes- 
sionals and develops leaders engaged 
in community college resource 
development. CRD, an affiliate orga- 
nization of the American Association 
of Community Colleges (AACC) sets 
the standard for professional devel- 
opment in the field of resource devel- 


opment. 

Behrakis, the owner’ of 
Gainesborough Investments and past 
owner and CEO of Muro 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc., is widely rec- 
ognized as a leader in his field for 
significant work in stabilizing chem- 
icals for medical use. A dynamic 
businessman and emerging philan- 
thropist in the Merrimack Valley, 
Behrakis played a leading role in 
securing the Behrakis family gift to 
the college. 

His donation will be used to ren- 
ovate the current Student Center, 
which has been named the Ourania 
Behrakis Student Center, into a One- 
Stop Student Center where admis- 
sions, assessment, registration, finan- 
cial aid, advising, career develop- 
ment, and bursar offices will be con- 
veniently located. 

In honoring Behrakis, the CRD 
noted “. . . Self-described as a man 


NECC Staff Association 
launches annual raffle 


The NECC Staff Association is 
sponsoring its annual Springtime 
Raffle. Proceeds from this event will 
benefit the 2003 scholarship for 
NECC students, and the support of 
the college community this past year 
has made it possible for us to hold no 
other events until next December. 

For a $1.00 donation, you can 
have a chance to win one of ten 


prizes, including your first prize 
choice of a decorated natural wicker 
basket stuffed with dozens of  sur- 
prises, or a bright tote bag handquilt- 
ed and donated by Linda Hudson. 
Tickets are available in the 
Academic Affairs Office, at the 
Library Circulation Desk, and in the 
Comptroller’s Office. The drawing 
will be held on Monday, April 14. 


Police in riot gear use gas 
on UNH students in street 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) 
Disappointed University of New 
Hampshire students swarmed into the 
street and wound up in a confronta- 
tion with police last Saturday night 
after the Wildcats lost the NCAA 
hockey championship. 

Police fired a choking gas into the 
crowd to disperse it after students 
blocked traffic on the main street and 
shouted and threw bottles and fire- 
works at police, some on horseback. 

The crowd scattered, but did not 
leave, some heading around the block 
to fraternity row, where a bonfire was 
burning on one fraternity house lawn. 

Firefighters later put out the fire 
and police fired another round of gas 
that appeared to end the disturbance 
as students left the streets. 

Several people were wrestled to 
the ground by police and at least 10 
were taken into custody. 

It was not known if anyone was 
arrested or hurt. 

Police had been called in from 


other communities in anticipation of 
some type of disturbance. They wore 
riot gear with masks and helmets, and 
carried clubs and shields. 

“I don't know about tonight's 
game, but I'm learning that in a riot, 
the best thing to be is sober,” fresh- 
man Dan Binette said. 

Senior Tripper Sutton placed part 
of the blame on university officials. 

“If they gave us a place to go, this 
wouldn't happen” he said. “The uni- 
versity owns all sorts of fields and 
buildings. They should have made 
this a special event and given us some 
place to go instead of the street.” 


State House rally Apr. 29 


The higher education commu- 
nity from across the state will march 
to the State House steps Tuesday, 


April 29 at 11 a.m. to protest Gov. 
Romney’s proposed budget cuts. 

Participants will gather at 10:30 
a.m. at Park Street T station. 


who puts his heart and soul into his 
chosen projects, George Behrakis has 
shown through his leadership support 
of Northern Essex community 
College that he is a man of his word. 
For his remarkable devotion to 
Northern Essex Community College, 
the Council for | Resource 
Development is pleased to honor 
George Behrakis.” 

With campuses in Haverhill and 
Lawrence and extension sites in 
Andover, Methuen, and 
Newburyport, Northern Essex 
Community College is a state-assist- 
ed college offering over 70 associate 
degree and certification programs as 
well as hundreds of non-credit cours- 
es designed for personal enrichment 
and career growth. More than 11,000 
students, ranging from recent high 
school graduates to workers 
employed locally, attend classes 
days, evenings, and weekends. 


Arts events 
on Campus 
this spring 

The following events are part of 
the Spring Celebration of the Arts at 
Northern Essex. _ 

Events are sponsored in part by 
a grant from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, — Haverhill 
Historical Society, and contribu- 


tions from Alden-Merrill Fine 
Desserts and the Salem Cola Co. 


¢ Fri., April 25, 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Kindred Spirits. Performances and 
fine arts exhibit by NECC’s talented 
faculty and staff. Tickets: Free. 
Location: Bentley. 

+ Wed., April 30, 7:00 p.m. 
Parnassus Slam. Prose, poetry and 
performances by NECC students. 
Tickets: Free. Location: Jitters Cafe, 
Spurk (C-building.) 

* Fri-Sat., April 25-26, 8:00 p.m. 
and Fri-Sat. May 2-3, 8:00 p.m. 
Still Point XXIX. Dance program in 
modern, jazz and ballet idioms. 
Tickets: $8 adults, $5 
students/seniors. Location: Sports & 
Fitness Center. 

« Sat., May 3, 7:30 p.m. and Sun., 
May 4, 2:00 p.m. Spring Concert. 
NECC Chorus and Performance 
Ensemble presents varied musical 
program. Tickets: $3. Location: 
Bentley. 

¢ Sat. May 3, 3:00 p.m. and Sun. 
May 4, 7:00 p.m. One-Act Plays. A 
sampling of 10-minute plays direct- 
ed and performed by NECC stu- 
dents. Tickets: $10 adults, $8 stu- 
dents/seniors. Location: Top Notch 
Theater. 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


China demands US 
secure its embassy 


in Baghdad 


BEIJING (AP) _ China said 
Sunday that looters ransacked its 
embassy in Baghdad, and 
demanded that the United States 
protect the building and replace 
any stolen items. 

A reporter from the official 
Xinhua News Agency visited the 
embassy in the Iraqi capital early 
Saturday and saw 20 armed men 
in the inner courtyard removing 
refrigerators, computers and air 
conditioners, the agency report- 
ed. Eleven embassy vehicles had 
also vanished. 

China wants the United 
States to take “effective measures 
to prevent any further infringe- 
ment upon the Chinese Embassy 
in Iraq.” 

International law says parties 
at war are responsible for secur- 
ing property and personnel of 
foreign missions. According to 
the Xinhua report, witnesses said 
U.S. forces patrolling Baghdad 
knew about the did nothing to 
stop the looting. 


Bush cancels trip to 
Canada, decision is 


mutual 

SANTO DOMINGO, 
Dominican Republic (AP) 
Canada's prime minister on 
Sunday announced that U.S. 
President George W. Bush called 
off a planned visit to Canada next 
month because of the war in Iraq. 

Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien, who is on a three-day 
visit to the Dominican Republic to 
promote trade, said that Bush was 
too busy with the war to make the 
trip on May 5, which was to 
include an address to Parliament. 

“We have agreed with the 
government of the United States 
that the visit of the U.S. president, 
because of the war, will be post- 
poned,” he told reporters upon his 
arrival Sunday at a military air- 
port. 

The announcement came 
amid hardened feelings between 
the neighboring North American 
countries over Canada's refusal to 
join the war in Iraq. 

Chretien's spokeswoman 
Thoren Hudyma said the decision 
was mutual. 


CNN crew in gunfight 
with Iraqi forces 


NEW YORK (AP) An armed 
guard protecting a CNN crew 
engaged in a brief gunfight with 
Iraqi forces while speeding 
through a checkpoint near Tikrit 
on Sunday. Two people in the 
CNN convoy were slightly 
injured. 

The gunfight was believed to 
be the first time armed protectors 
of a.CNN crew used a weapon. 
Most journalists adhere to Geneva 
Conventions rules that reporters 
not openly carry weapons in war 
zones, although several news orga- 
nizations have hired armed guards 
for protection in dangerous areas. 
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NECC, Bowling with Guns N’ Moore 


The Contemporary 


Affairs Club 
showcased the film 


By STEVE BARTHOLOMEW 
Graphics Editor 


Bowling. 

The killers that committed the 
horrific murders at Columbine 
High School went bowling before 
the attack on their school. 


Filmmaker Michael Moore 


took it upon himself to educate 
America about gun control and 
society and how something like 
this could happen in his movie 
“Bowling for Columbine,” which 


trusty 9-gauge shotgun. 


was sponsored by the 
Contemporary Affairs Club. 

Moore, an NRA member him- 
self, went to the Midwest and 
talked to a militia that supposedly 
protects the United States in case 
the army was defeated and a full- 
scale invasion of the Midwest 
were to take place. The militia 
men said citizens were not getting 
the full rights that the Constitution 
grants them if they do not own a 
firearm. The film documents how 
the militia goes through their daily 
training. 

Moore also talked to Trey 
Parker, the co-creator of “South 
Park,” who also grew up in a rural 
area of Colorado. Trey said that he 
had been picked on a lot during 
school and said that it “sucked” 
growing up in that type of place. 
However, instead of violence 
Parker turned to humor and was 
able to create a very witty and hip 
cartoon that satires how asinine 
the world can be at times. And in 
the process, he’s made millions. 

Moore talked with shock rock- 
er Marylin Manson about how the 
killers from Columbine (Klebold 
and Harris) had been big fans of 
Manson. Marylin pointed out how 
Bill Clinton, who was president at 
the time, had ordered the bomb- 
ings fof countless buildings and 
made the point that people blamed 
him even though the day that the 
Columbine tragedy happened 
most missiles were fired and, con- 
sequently, the most casualties 
occurred in the Kosovo standoff. 

The film called into question 


Michael Moore with his camera and 


as | 


Moore, an NRA member himself, went to the Midwest 
and talked to a militia that supposedly protects the 
United States just in case the army was defeated and a 
full-scale invasion of the Midwest were to take place. 


the credibilty of the NRA, which 
not only sponsored a pro-gun rally 
near Columbine after the tragedy, 
but—after a 6-year-old girl was 
killed an equally disturbing shoot- 
ing by another 6-year-old—also 
had another NRA rally nearby. 
The film also showed the 
press’ poor coverage of the possi- 
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The “Bowling for Columbine” movie poster. 
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blr causes behind the girl’s shoot- 
ing. The six-year-old shooter’s 
mother was not able to spend any 
time with her son because she was 
on the state sponsored “welfare to 
work” program. The mother had 
to take a bus and go to her two 
jobs, which happened to be in 
classy restaurants where she, to 


ate a rt 


\\\ 


quote Mike Moore, 
“served rich white peo- 
ple.” In light of this she 
had to leave her child 
with her brother at the 
brother’s house, where 
the young boy found the 
gun which he then 
brought to school. 


That’s a part of the story most of 
the American public did not get to 
hear. 

Moore brought up several 
interesting realities when he went 
to Canada where he saw that most 
people there did not even bother to 
lock their doors. There were also 
some rather staggering statistics 
presented: Even though other 
countries have problems with bro- 
ken homes and gun availability, 
there are few deaths from firearms. 
In contrast, the United States has 
over a thousand deaths annually 
from fire arms. Most of the other 
countries ranged much lower, less 
than 100 yearly. 

One of the last things that I 
will mention is the shocking 
footage from inside the Columbine 
school when the killers threw a 
bomb into the cafeteria and all you 
saw was people running out and 
one person who was not so lucky 
falling after the explosion. It was 
just scary to watch something like 
this that actually happened in life 
in a school. 

The last thing that I will men- 
tion is when Mike Moore teamed 
up with two of the survivors of the 
school shooting who had been 
handicapped from the incident, 
one of them in a wheelchair for 
life the other who could barley 
stand. They decided to go to the 
Kmart headquarters and, since the 
gunman in the school shooting had 
used Kmart bullets and since the 
two victims still had bullets 
lodged in their bodies, they want- 
ed to return some of the bullets. 
The outcome was very cool. 

This film was informative and 
made a case that maybe Americans 
were controlled by the fear that the 
media has instilled in them over 
the years; an idea that not so many 
people may have been exposed to 
if it were not for this film. 

The discussion after the film 
was equally as good, with the few 
people that stayed covering many 
topics and having a good discus- 
sion about several different topics 
concerning America and its role 
and place in the global community. 

The film is truly well put 
together and very funny. It also 
evokes a lot of thought for new 
ideas. If you have not seen it 
already you should try and get out 
there and enjoy the experience. 


pies 


Michael Moore with two survivors of the 
Columbine tragedy who both still have 
bullets in their bodies. 
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Arts & Entertamment 


What's going on in NECC arts? 


Taps to Broadway 
Comes to Campus 

Life certainly did not come to a 
screeching halt upon reaching the age 
of 60 for the 12 women who comprise 
the dance team “Taps to Broadway.” 
Originally forming a group to get 
some exercise and have some fun, 
these dynamic women range in age 
from 60 to 80 and have a rehearsal and 
performance schedule that would 
exhaust an athlete. 

The group performed at Northern 
Essex Community College’s 
Haverhill Campus on Thursday, April 
10 at 2pm. The performance was be 
held on the 2nd floor of the Ourania 
Behrakis Student Center. The public 
wass invited and admission was $1. 

“We practice three times a week 
and have several performances sched- 
uled every month. We’ll be in a com- 
petition in the Catskills in May with 
other seniors from throughout the 
country,” said group spokesperson, 
Barbara Scofield. 

The women live in towns scat- 
tered throughout the North Shore and 
the Merrimack Valley and have been 
performing together for two years. 

Newburyport dance instructor Jo 
Bridges has choreographed a 45- 
minute energetic performance which 
will be performed at Northern Essex. 

Life Long Learning at NECC is a 
program of lectures, study groups and 
trips for older adults and others who 
would like to participate. 

Guests should register as soon as 
possible. (All tickets are non-refund- 
able). For further information call the 
Life Long Learning Office at (978) 
556-3688 Ext. 3825. 


Photograph now hanging in the NECC 
art students’ gallery show in Bentley. 


Still Point Dancers 
Perform at NECC 

Northern Essex 
Community College presents 
its 29th Annual StillPoint 
Dance performance on 
Friday, April 25, Saturday, 
April 26, and SundayApril 27 
at 8 p.m. in the Sport and 
Fitness Center on the col- 
lege’s Haverhill Campus. 

The performance, under 
the direction of NECC 
Artistic Director Elaine 
Mawhinney, will highlight a 
variety of dance idioms from 
ballet and jazz to modern and 
avant-garde modern. 

Ballet students will per- 
form the premiere of a new 
piece, Welcoming/Rejoice, 
choreographed by Pamela 
Wise with music by Teleman. 
The piece, in two movements 
- Andante and Allegro - cele- 
brates the welcoming of spring 
and new beginnings and 
rejoices in the joy of dance. 

Michelle Dalton will pre- 
sent two modern pieces, Building 
Forces and Coping. Building Forces, 
which is based on energy, focuses on 
strong sharp movements that gradual- 
ly build in intensity. It is a portrayal of 
the beauty found in strong women. 
Stress, anxiety, and the implications of 
internalizing both is the theme of 
Coping. Denial, awareness, and 
acceptance, are expressed through 
Humphrey-based movements: é 

Karrie Starg presents a lighter 
tone in her choreography And All 
That Jazzfrom Chicago. Jacqui 
Young, will present lyrical jazz to the 
music of Neil Diamond’s Love 
on the Rocks. Nick Repoli 
choreographs an upbeat jazz 
piece using the music of 
Aerosmith. DeAnna Pellecchia 
rounds out the program with a 
modern dance piece using the 
martial arts as a base for her 
choreography. 

Tickets are $8 for adults, $6 
for students with identification 
and seniorcitizens. Tickets may 
be purchased at the door. For 
additional information contact 
Elaine Mawhinney at 978-556- 
3395. 


Student Donates 
Supplies to 
Art Program 


Everyone knows some of 
the equipment at NECC is out- 


Shown left to right are Still Point dancers Cheryl Fortier, Caterina Lewis-Perry, 


students from Exeter, NH. 


dated, or worn, or falling apart. Well, 
part-time art. student Martha Saenz 
decided to do something about it. 
When she saw that some of the 
easels in her painting class were 
falling apart, she used a $120 of her 
own money to buy a new one. Her 


The cast of Taps to Broadway, a dance troupe of seniors and older people. 


RES 


company, Philips Medical Systems, 
will match donations made to the 
school. They have also bought an 
easel. 

“I’m thrilled,” says Prof. Diane 
Edstrom, Saenz’s art teacher. “What’s 
really exciting to me, given the budget 


Hee ; 
File photo 
and Kristin Dion, all Northern Essex 


constraints that the state is working 
under, is that a student helped out. 
“She adds with a laugh “It would be 
really nice if someone would get us a 
bigger room.” 


D&D creator to visit Portsmouth gamers 


You don’t have to go far to find 
someone who has played - the 
Dungeons and Dragons role playing 
game. Creators Gary Gygax and Dave 
Arneson defined an industry when 
they introduced the game to the world 
in 1973. Now local fans of the game 
will have the opportunity to meet 
D&D creator Gary Gygax courtesy of 
Jumpgate: The ~ Science 
Fiction/Fantasy Store of Portsmouth 
and Somersworth. 

Dungeons and Dragons evolved 
from a book of rules published by 
Gygax and Arneson called 
“Chainmail”. The rules allowed fans 
of historical miniatures to recreate 
medieval battles. Eventually, the 


game focused. on individual figures 
rather than military units.” The added 
influence of popular fantasy literature 
and the addition of “magic” into the 
rules system turned “Chainmail” into 
a game that was much more fun than 
simply recreating battles. After 
renaming the game “Dungeons and 
Dragons”, Gygax and Arneson had no 
luck in selling it to board game manu- 
factures, so they created their own 
company; Tactical Studies Rules 
(TSR) and game industry history was 
made. D&D debuted in 1974 and 
became a sensation by 1977. Gygax 
is considered to be one of the most 
influential figures in the gaming 
industry. In addition, he is a best sell- 


ing author. 

“—“OrrApril26 and 27, .2003, 
Jumpgate will host its “quarterly 
Games Weekend event where New 
Hampshire players of board games, 
collectible card games and role play- 
ing games gather for an all out week- 
end of gaming. Games Weekend has 
played host to local, regional and 
nationally known game designers, 
however, a guest of Gary Gygax’s cal- 
iber was an unexpected surprise even 
to store owner Hector Diaz. 

“Gary has been wonderfully sup- 
portive of our store. I was floored 
when he made the offer of visiting us! 
This is a huge treat for all of us at 
Jumpgate and we hope, for our cus- 


tomers.” 

Gary-Gygax will appear at Games 
Weekend on Sunday, April 27. He will 
speak on the development and evolu- 
tion of D&D, followed by an auto- 
graph signing. This is a great opportu- 
nity for fans to get their original books 
autographed. 

In addition to the signing, Gygax 
will also run a game of Dungeons and 
Dragons for 10 lucky players. Players 
will create characters with him and 
play out an adventure that afternoon. 
Jumpgate will be conducting a raffle 
on Thursday, April 24 to select the 10 
players. Raffle tickets are now on sale 
at Jumpgate for $5.00 each. Proceeds 
from the sales will go to the 


Childhood Cancer LifeLine of New 
Hampshire, a volunteer organization 
committed to assisting families deal- 
ing with childhood cancer. This effort 
is the start of Jumpgate’s annual 
Charity Warp Drive which will con- 
tinue through May 22 at their 
Portsmouth and Somersworth stores. 


Jumpgate specializes in science 
fiction/fantasy games, books, comics, 
and collectibles. They are located at 
Somersworth, at 78 Market St., and in 
Portsmouth on Route | at White Birch 
Plaza. Games Weekend will be held at 
the Portsmouth Comfort nn on Route 
1, April 26 and 27. 
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‘Phone Booth’ is excellent 
nena Ae ay dite Soe SET 


As you watch Farrell standing through- 
out the film in this phone booth, you can 
feel his claustrophobia. His sweat soaks 
his face and drips down to his mouth as 
he keeps loosening his tie. 


Colin Farrell stars in 
this experimental 
drama, now playing 


By BILL DONOVAN 
Contributing Reporter 


‘Phone Booth’ is an excellent 
suspense thriller, keeping you at 
the edge of your seat at all times. 
The film skillfully builds tension 
and paranoia throughout inducing 
vertigo and claustrophobia. 

The film, directed by Joel 
Schumacher, features a_ selfish 
New York publicist (Colin Farrel ) 
trapped in a Bell Atlantic phone 
booth in Times Square by a 
fiendish sniper. Threatening to kill 
him if he hangs up, the sniper plays 
with Farrell’s mind and humiliates 
him throughout the film. 

Throughout the film, Farrell 
looks all around him at the neigh- 
boring buildings, attempting to 
find where his assailant is. A sense 
of vertigo is felt as he looks up at 
the structures. Schumacher effec- 
tively has these crooked, fuzzy 
close-ups of buildings that work in 
causing fear and suspicion. It 
causes you to look through the 
myriad of empty windows and try 
to find this sniper. 

As you watch Farrell standing 
throughout the film in this phone 


booth, you can feel his claustro- 
phobia. His sweat soaks his face 
and drips down to his mouth as he 
keeps loosening his tie. The cam- 
era shots help as well, there are 
numerous close-ups of Farrell pan- 
icking. 

The sniper excellently tor- 
ments Farrell’s character during 
‘Phone Booth.’ His deep, mocking 
voice teases our protagonist and 
humiliates him. In one scene, the 
sniper makes Farrell tell his wife 
(Rahda Mitchell) in front of a large 
gathering of people, that he has 
been cheating on her with a 
younger woman (Katie Holmes.) 
The sniper laughs with joy as 
Farrel makes a fool of himself. 

Watching the film, you can feel 
a tense paranoia evoked from 
Farrel’s character. The sniper tells 
him that he will kill him if he 


hangs up the phone, and the SWAT 
team outside the booth thinks 
Farrell is armed with a gun. So 
Farrel does not know who he can 
trust, trapped in this tomb of a 
phone booth. 

I could only find one fault in 
this film. If Farrell is speaking 
with this assassin all day, wouldn’t 
he run out of change to keep talk- 
ing? 

Overall, ‘Phone Booth’ is a 
great suspense movie. It may 
sound dull to watch a person 
trapped in a phone booth for a 
movie, yet things go on around 
him to keep you excited. People 
are shot and the police survey the 
area. If you want an intelligent sus- 
pense thriller that will keep you at 
the edge of your seat, this film is 
the one. 


* 


Colin Farrell spends this movie trapped in a phonebooth. Not a film 
for claustrophobes. 


‘Black Sash’ is a compelling martial arts drama 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


One thing I’ve always loved 
about the WB, from the first season 
they premiered is that they’re willing 
to take risks other, more well estab- 
lished and “respectable” networks 
won’t. They took a chance on the 
“Animaniacs”, “Dawson’s Creek”, 
“Seventh Heaven”, “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer”, “Reba” and “The 
Jamie Kennedy Experiment”. All 
shows other networks may have been 
leery to try because they were uncon- 
ventional, aimed at teens, took a 
chance on someone not known for 
their acting, or were just so weird no 
one ever thought they’d succeed. 

“Black Sash” is the newest such 
show, an hour long drama airing 
Sunday nights at 9 p.m. on the WB. 
It’s aimed at that WB demographic of 
15-25 year olds, but it’s also a show 
that families can feel comfortable 
watching together. So far, there’s 
been nothing that would make anyone 
uncomfortable to watch it with their 
parents (I watch it every Sunday night 
with my dad). 

It’s from the writer and executive 
producer of “Kiss of the Dragon”, 
“The Karate Kid” and the executive 
producers of “Smallville”. These peo- 
ple know their teen dramas, and they 
know their martial arts. They’ve 
combined the two well, each episode 
is like a mini action movie combined 
with a compelling soap opera, with- 
out getting confusing (yet). And I’m 
glad to say the writing and acting 
keep improving as the actors get more 
comfortable with their roles. 

Russell Wong (Romeo Must Die) 
stars as Tom Chang, a former cop 


blacksashonline.com photo 


Russell Wong stars as a martial arts teacher with a past. 


framed for allegedly 
smuggling heroine, who 
spent five years in a Hong 
Kong prison for his crime. 
Now released, he’s trying 
to clear his name and get 
permission to see his 
estranged daughter. His 
mentor, Master Li gives 
him a martial arts studio on 
the San Francisco wharf, 
where he trains troubled 
teens. There is a core 
group of five kids we get 
to meet, all with issues of 
some kind. First we have 
Tory, a tough, butch biker 
girl trying to avenger her 
murdered father. We have 
Trip, an abused boy taken 
into Tom’s home after Tom 
rescues him from _ his 
father. There’s Bryan, 
(played by Ray J), and 
Nick, an arrogant jerk who 
has a history of causing 
trouble. The last member of the class 
is Allie, a shy and pretty blonde who’s 
grown up rich but lonely. A discon- 
certing element is that the actress, 
Sarah Carter is a dead ringer in both 
voice,and looks, for Julie Benz, 
another WB actress (a recurring play- 
er on “Angel”). 

The martial arts classes are 
shown as a part of their lives, done 
slowly and thoughtfully. Tom empha- 
sizes patience in his lessons. He 
gives life lessons, and is always there 
for his students in and out of the class, 
This is martial arts the way I imagine 
it’s supposed to be, not the way, from 
growing up in a martial arts orientat- 
ed family I’ve observed that many 
studios are really run. 

The action sequences are wonder- 


blacksashonline.com photo 


Sarah Carter is disconcertingly familiar 
looking. 


fully realistic. Tom is a small man, 
and he does not toss people around 
effortlessly, when he fights, although 
he has incredibly skill we also see the 
effort he has to put out when fighting 
larger men. No one flies through the 
air, and sometimes a rash student get- 
ting into a fight they’re not prepared 
for will indeed lose. 

In the last episode, Nick has the 
brilliant idea to go and hustle karate 
fights at the local pool hall. He does 
fine until he does come up against 
someone he shouldn’t have messed 
with. Nick loses his fight, in a harsh 
lesson for everyone. 

I hope “Black Sash” is allowed to 
come back next fall, it’s a refreshing 
viewing choice on Sunday nights. 
And if you need me, I’Il be down at 
the pool hall, hustling karate fights. 


Page11 NECC Observer April 16, 2003 


The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


SURE You'RE WORRIED 
AQOUT THE WAR, ANU THE DAD 
AND WOUNDED AMERICAN AND 
BV iTS SOLDIERS Any THE SUFFER G 
OE THE INNOCENT IRAQI CIVILIANS, 


ANU THE DEEPENING HaTREeD OF 
THE U.S. THROUGHOUT THE Woe) 
QuT How ABouT THAT TASTY 
TAY CUT? 
8 


28. 


Crossword 


“{'d like for everyone to continue thinking 
outside the box ... except you, Snowball.” 


pe fOr TEES SO 


wHaOT WERE You THINKIN, 
BUYIN’ THAT OBNoxiouS 


aN 39 
x 


oN 
s\ \ 


Why, owe K Page. Pe gy 


* We? Trbwle Madre Speyr ewe 


... MAYBE Yo 
COULO TALK 
ME OUT OF IT! 


= a LEE 


ACROSS 
1 Mexicali money 
5 Chums 
9 Plots of land 
14 Poetic 
tentmaker? 
15 Landed 
16 Puppeteer 
Lewis 
17 Skirt type 
18 Farm outbuilding 
19 Turning point 
20 Most senior 
22 Vent 
24 Give up 
25 Genetic letters 
26 Honorable 
citations 
28 Speak haltingly 
31 Calendar abbr. 
32 Possesses 
33 Kind of lens 
39 Expression of 
distaste 
40 Fine 
41 Super serve 
42 Accountable 
44 Small, brown 
bird 
45 Dashed 
46 Most uneasy 
48 Reporter’s 
coworker 
53 Poetic 
contraction 
54 Actor Baldwin 
55 Tennis shot 
56 Thawed 
59 Slightly 
adhesive 
61 Address fora 
Friend 
63 Carpenter’s 
groove 
64 Host 
65 Discard 
66 Major Hoople’s 
oath 
67 Lion’s laments 
68 Meal scraps 
69 Mus. sample 


N 


ao wo nN 
= 
wo 


eeGiee [oc Mace: ah a ase ete 
- a 
a wo = 
N N i) 
go 
© 
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6 The Greatest Solutions 
7 Spring bloomer 
8 Impassive 
9 Small viper 
10 “The Jungle” 
location 
11 Spoke wildly 
12 Wear away 
13 Web spots 
21 Posed 
23 Cooked with dry 
heat 
26 Where the 
action is 


iP 
* BOM LN 

27 Desi’s love 
28 Chesterfield BRED Fit 
[A] td " 


LN} L | S| 
[a] 
|] 


7 


29 Minnesota pro [1 [0] fol 7 t{s| 
30 Everlasting Pt fe{v{H]s Met] 1 [av] 
34 Sci. class is{a[v[ df ols[s[d| 


35 Burstyn or 
Barkin 


DOWN 36 Lineage 48 Provide food 
1 Apple or quince 37 Frosts 49 Crockett’s last 
2 Runner Zatopek 38 Piece of copper? stand 
3 Indiana shore 40 Bosc or Anjou 50 Holy city of 
4 Positions 43 Tow truck Islam 
properly 44 Brandished 51 Slogan 
5 Bygone 47 Turn to the right! 52 Detest 


56 Military meal 

57 Mild, yellow 
cheese 

58 Extinct bird of 
Mauritius 

60 Absolutely! 

62 Approx. 
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PART-TIME JOBS WITH FULL-TIME BENEFITS 


NORTHERN ESSEX 
STUDENTS 


The Total Package for | 


The UPS! You can get up to $23,000* for 
panne RO eaae 
LEARN, College Education Assistance!!! 
Prog ram *UPS Earn & Learn Program Quidelines Apply. 


Ask Your UPS Recruiter About: 

* UPS Earn & Learn Program * ConSern® Education Loans 

* Flexible Work Schedules for Students * Faudl-Time Benefits with a Part-Time Job 
* Great Starting Weekly Pay * UPS Bonus Program 

To Set Up An Appointment With Your On-Campus Recruiter, 

Call Our Phone Mail: 

Lawrence Campus Haverhill Campus 

Rosa: 978-441-3691 Ext. 4038 Yaneira: 978-441-3691 Ext. 4010 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS and the UPS brandmark are registered trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, ine Al rights reserved. 


a Sy a 


SUGGESTIONS FOR DONATIONS 
iu SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! ee TOILETRIES: 
ant Shaving Cream Razors 
THE STUDENT ACTIVITIES & {9 Toothbrushes Toothpaste 
ORIENTATION DEPARTMENT gm Sunscreen Soap 
nl IS COLLECTING ITEMS TO i Lip Balm w/sunscreen Wet Wipes 
»—, BESENT TO OUR TROOPS 


WHILE THEY 
ARE SERVING OVERSEAS. 


FOOD SNACKS: 
Sm. Pks. Of Candy Mints 
Pretzels Peanuts 
PUT YOUR DONATED ITEMS IN Nutrigrain, Power Bars, Etc. 


THE BOX AND WE WILL es Powdered Sweetened Drink Mixes— 


DELIVER Kool-Aid or Gatorade to mix w/water 
THEM TO THE APPROPRIATE 
AGENCY FOR SHIPPING. 


Student Activities & Orientation Department, a part of the College Life & Healthy Living 
Unit, Division of Enrollment Management & Student Services. 


F-133 Haverhill Campus 978-556-3731 
K-133 Lawrence Campus 978-738-7417 


MISCELLANEOUS: 
Books, Magazines and Music 
AA Batteries 1” Paint Brushes 
Blank Postcards Blank Greeting Cards 


i 
2 
E 
1% 
th 


amen mee 


=? 


“te Mp le /g tg ty 44 
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Workshop provides 
information on 
healthy eating 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


When you 
think of soy 
protein, the 
first thing that 
pops into your 
head isn’t 
S20. Urn Gs 
good.” There 
Bie 2a etew 
things about so 
protein that you probably aren’t 
aware of. 


Do you love quiche but realize 
that all the cream and butter in it 
aren’t for you? Here’s a creamy, 

yet cream-free, quiche. Enjoy! 


Vegetable oil spra 
2 shredded wheat biscuits, 
crushed 


Filling 

1-teaspoon olive oil 

1 medium onion, finely 
chopped 


2 cups frozen chopped vegeta- 
bles (a god mixture is broccoli, 
corn and red peppers) 

4 large egg whites 

10 ounces firm tofu, drained 

l-tablespoon fresh lemon juice 

l1-tablespoon nonfat “ butter” 
granules (optional) 

Pinch ground nutmeg 

Pinch freshly ground black 
pepper 

8 ounces lean ham, visible fat 
removed 


Garnish 
Ground nutmeg 


(KRT) | Today’s Birthday 
(April 13). You can make a bundle 
this year and also set up a foundation 
for future earnings. You might win 
the lottery, but it’s more likely you'll 
gain by serving others. Find a need 
and fill it as perfectly as possible. 

To get the advantage, 
check the day’s rating: 10 is the easi- 
est day, 0 the most challenging. 

Aries (March 21-April 19) 
_ Today isa 7_ Review what you’re 
supposed to do before the action gets 
fast and furious. Things won’t go 
quite as expected, so have at least 
one backup plan. 


Tofu Quiche 


tre »€rust Set or A Sg REE RIS ig LAO GG 
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Fashion & Fitness 


enefits of soy protein 


On April 14 Doreen Brothers 
under the advising of Rob Parker 
put together a soy protein work- 
shop. 

There are eight reasons that you 
should eat protein, and 
they are 1) Reduces the 
tisk of heart disease. 2) 
Lowers cholesterol by 10 
percent or more. 3) 
Healthy alternative pro- 
tein source. 4) Lower 
calories 5) Rich in phy- 
toestrogeve 6) Good 
source of calcium 7) May 
increase bone density 8) 
Decreases risk of breast 
cancer. 

“It’s a good weight 
loss tool” Brothers states. The stu- 
dent of Northern Essex Community 
College got interested in healthy 
eating thought a class that’s she had 


Preheat oven to 350F 

Spray a 9-inch pie pan with 
vegetable oil spray and add 
crushed shredded wheat biscuits 
evenly to bottom of pan. In a large, 


setting. Add on‘on and saute, stir- 
ring frequently, until onion is soft. 
Add vegetables, mix thoroughly, 
remove from heat and set aside. 

In a blender or the work bowl 
of a food processor fitted with a 
metal blade, process egg whites, 
tofu, and lemon juice, “butter” 
granules, nutmeg and pepper until 
smooth and creamy. Cut ham into 
eight pieces and add to tofu mix- 
ture. Process just until ham is 
diced, 

Evenly place the onion-veg- 
etable mixture over the biscuit 
crust. Pour tofu-ham mixture over 
vegetables, spreading evenly with 
a spatula. Bake 40 to 45 minutes, 
or until a knife inserted in the cen- 
ter comes at clean. Top with a light 
dusting of nutmeg. Serve hot or at 
room temperature, 


_.»TauruS (April"20-May 20)” 


_ Today is a 7 _ You’re charming, 
witty and insightful. Others are 
impressed by your sensitive handling 
of a delicate subject. Take charge. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) 
_ Today isa6_ A thoughtful conver- 
sation at your house could be good 
for all concerned. Do more listening 
than talking, and deepen your under- 
standing. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) _ 
Today is a 7 _ A friend’s practical 
advice can teach you how to solve a 
dilemma. Confide to a person who 
listens well and hates to waste a cent. 


taken last semester. 

“ Not enough people realize 
what they are putting into their 
bodies,” Brothers states. 

She was referring to all of the 


“ Not enough people realize what they 
are putting into their bodies.” 


—Doreen Brothers 


fat and cholesterol in fast food and 
TV dinners. She went on to say that 
if most people knew how that food 
affect their bodies they wouldn’t 


nonstick’skillet; heat oil atmedium**}~=~ * 


eat half of it. 

At the workshop Brothers had 
provides stuffed shells, pasta, and 
soymilk. 

“It is pretty much taste the 
same...1 would 
eat this in my 
everyday meal” 
Amanda Moss 
a Liberal Arts 
transfer stated, 
while eating the 
shells and 
drinking a glass 
of soy mike. “I 
eat soy _ hot- 
dogs...they 
taste the same 
maybe even a 
little better that your everyday hot- 
dog.” 

You can find many soy protein 
products at Shaw’s. “ There are a 


little more expensive than you 
everyday products...but when you 
think of what fast food does to your 
system its worth the money” 
Brothers states. “I drink soy milk 
and it holds me till noon time, and ] 
am a very active person.” 

For women it is a good idea to 
look into substituting soy into your 
daily meals. Not only does it reduc- 
tices the risk of breast cancer it also 
helps with mood swings, PMS 
symptoms, migraines headaches, 
irregular periods, and weight gain. 
I don’t know about you, but that 
reason enough to place some soy 
protein into my diet. 

So if you are concerned with 
healthy eating and keeping your 
body in shape you might want to 
look into soy protein. It taste greats 
and is good for you. 


Jillian Stanton photo 


Doreen Brothes gives a tip to a_ student on healthy eating and the benefits of soy protein. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) _ 
Today is an 8 _ Spend time thinking 
about your job and how to do it more 
efficiently. You’ll get the chance 
tomorrow, and this could improve 
both status and cash flow. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) _ 
Today isa 7_ Make sure you tell the 
one you love exactly how you feel. 
Your words provide the encourage- 
ment to take needed action. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) _ 
Today isa6_ Watch the details. The 
more of them you have in order, the 
more successful you'll. be, both at 
work and at home. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
_ Today isa7_ A visit with friends 
will help heal-a wound you may. not 
have known that you had. Just soak 
up the love, and everybody will start 
feeling better. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21) _ Today is a 7 _ What you dis- 
cover as you venture out could lead 
to a new source of income. This 
could be fun. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) Today isa 7_ Contact a distant 
associate to find a way around a 
problem. If finances don’t stretch far 
enough, you'll have to get it cheaper. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
_ Today is a 7 _ Money ‘isn’t your 
favorite subject, but it can be an 
important one. Ease your mind; by 
finding out how much you have and 
where to get more. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) 
_ Today is a6 __ You help keep the 
balance from tipping too far to the 
left or to the right. Seems it wants to 
swing every which way. Continue to 
keep it aligned. 


x) 
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What is the Patriots biggest need in the draft? 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


David Willis makes one of 
his most valid points of the year 
this issue in talking about the 
Patriots defensive line needs. 

However, I think a strong 
case can be made for the Pats tak- 
ing a wide receiver or a running 
back with one of their first round 
picks. 

Head Coach Bill Belichick 
made an attempt at adding some 
height to the wide receiver posi- 
tion last off-season with the sign- 
ing of Donald Hayes. However, 
Hayes was unable to grasp the 
Pats offense and was released 
after the season. 

If a player the caliber of a 
Charles Rogers, the wide out 
from Michigan State, or Andre 
Johnson from Miami is available 
then the Pats have to bite. 
Granted, the chances of either of 
them being around when the Pats 
turn to pick comes is slim and 
none so the club has to make 
some alternate plans. 

Rumor has it that Willis 
McGahee worked out very well 
for Belichick and Scott Pioli in 
Foxboro last month and could 
very well be in on the Pats first 
round draft board. 

Although selecting a player 
in the middle of rehabbing a 
career threatening injury is risky, 
the idea is exciting a lot of 
Patriots fans. 

Either way, the 2003 NFL 
Draft is a very important event 
for the Patriots. The choices 
made over the course of the two 
day event could break or break 
the Pats 2003 season. 


S Red Sox: ‘The Sox went 6-4 on the road to 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The scouting report on the 
Patriots last season was that they 
could score, but they couldn’t 
defend. The defense, which was a 
strength for the Pats in their Super 
Bowl season in 2002, let them down 
time after time in 2003. 

So it’s clear that the Patriots need 
to upgrade their defense in the draft. 
But what position should they go for 
in the first round? The obvious 
answer is defensive line. 

The Pats needed to upgrade their 
defensive backfield, which they did 
by signing free agents cornerback 
Tyrone Poole and safety Rodney 
Harrison. 

They needed to upgrade their 
linebackers, which they did by sign- 
ing free agent pass-rushing specialist 
Rosevelt Colvin. 

So defensive line, the most 
important position on the defense, is 
the only position left untouched. 
They still have budding superstar 
Richard Seymour at tackle, but the 
other starting tackle is Ken Kocher. 
Who the heck is Ken Kocher? I sure 
have no idea. 

Defensive end isn’t much better, 
with aging Bobby Hamilton, 
Anthony Pleasant and _ Willie 
McGinest trying to put retirement off 
for one more season. 

Now, I’m realistic and don’t 
think the Patriots will get Arizona 
State star d-end Terrell Suggs, who 
will likely go in the top five picks. 
But a player like defensive end 
Jerome McDougle out of Florida or 
defensive tackle Dewayne Roberts 
out of Kentucky would be a great 
compliment to Seymour. The 324 
pound Roberts did run a blazing 4.84 
40 yard dash. 


- their draft boards really soon with the k big day 
juste a few short ey : : 


Celtics: 7 The Celtics ee a 92-78 deck 
. sion to Philadelphia 76ers on April 10. The 
: Green have three games maining before 
- playoffs. 


start the season. Their first homestand of the 
season starts with a series against ue 


_ Baltimore Orioles. 


Bruins: The Black and Gold are in the midst 


of a first round playoff series with the New 
Jersey Devils. 


Thoughts on the local scene 


A few ran- 
dom thoughts 
about the 
Boston _ sports 
scene on a mild 
April morning. 

The Red 
Sox open their 
home schedule 
today (Friday 
d April, 11) witha 
6-4 record in 10 road games against 
Baltimore, Toronto and Tampa Bay. 

Hopefully, with a little luck 
Pedro Martinez will get his first win 
of the season. The Sox ace has 
pitched two nearly flawless games in 
which the bullpen has proceeded to 
squander in the late innings. 

Shea Hillenbrand, Nomar 
Garciaparra and Kevin Millar have 
all started the season swinging huge 
bats with Hillenbrand leading the 
league in runs batted in and Nomar 
coming up a single short of hitting 
for the cycle April 6 against 
Baltimore. 

At this point the only setback has 
been the above mentioned bullpen, a 


setback that has cost the Sox dearly. 
Before long Grady Little, Theo 
Epstein and the powers that be in the 
Boston front office are going to have 
to rethink the whole “bullpen by 
committee” approach. 

With draft day approaching 
Patriots talk is also a hot topic around 
the New England scene these days. 


Me haa 


Shea Hillenbrand, 
Nomar Garciaparra 
and Kevin Millar 
have all started the 
season swinging 
huge bats 


The Pats have many needs to address 
including (in no particular order) the 
defensive line, wide receiver and 
running back. 

Also running rampant are rumors 
surrounding the Pats safety situation. 
Since signing Rodney Harrison the 


fate of both Lawyer Milloy and 
Tebucky Jones has been. discussed. 
Jones seems like a more likely choice 
to go considering the All-world sta- 
tus of Milloy in the New England 
organization. 

Either way the Pats will have a 
lethal combination in the secondary. 
The addition of former Broncos cor- 
nerback Tyrone Poole, who will 
assist Otis Smith, to go with Ty Law 
rounds out what should be one of the 
top defensive backfields in the 
league. 

Rosevelt Colvin could also be a 
legitimate pick-up for the Pats. The 
former Chicago Bear is a pass rush- 
ing specialist which will take some 
pressure off an aging Willie 
McGinest. 

I don’t have a whole hell of a lot 
to say about the Celtics. Hopes for a 
repeat of their 2002 playoff run were 
dimmed after a bad loss to the 
Philadelphia 76ers on April 10. 

Finally, kudos to Syracuse for a 
fantastic win over Kansas for the 
national championship. I haven’t 
been that happy for a team since the 
last squad to win a big sporting event 
held in the Superdome. 


Pll take the Fleet Center any day 


Well, as I 
get ready to 
graduate in a 
few weeks, I 
decided to 
write one last 
sports piece for 
the Observer. 

First of all, 
I would like to 
apologize for 
my error in the 
last article | 
wrote about the Bruins. 

Wayne Cashman was not fired 
from the Bruins, in fact he was the 
only member of the coaching staff to 
keep his job. I knew that and meant 
to write that. My error, hey it hap- 
pens. That’s what I get for not copy 
editing my work. 

Moving onto another subject, 
have any of you ever traveled to a 
different stadium to see your favorite 
sports team play on the road? How 
was your experience? 

I had the opportunity to go to 
Philadelphia on March 27 to see the 
Bruins play the Flyers. Let me 


explain something in case you don’t 
know, Flyers fans hate Bruins fans. 
I was sitting three rows behind 


Last week s 5 answer: Fred Lynn of the R 


different view point? Let ¢ us “Know eniaill : 


the glass where the Bruins defended 
the net twice. From what I can see 
not only was I the only B’s fan in my 
section, but also in the two sections 
next to me: 

I was told to “sit down, shut up 
and go home,” when the Bruins 
scored a goal. They even got vulgar 
with other comments but I will 
refrain from writing those. Even 
security at the First Union Center 
told me to sit down. I couldn’t 
believe it. He told me he didn’t want 
me to get hurt. OK, and that didn’t 
make me a tad nervous. 

During the second intermission I 
ran to the bathroom where I was 
approached by another security 
guard who told me I wouldn’t be 
bothered again. I didn’t really care at 
the time the B’s had a 2-1 lead head- 
ing into the third, the fans could razz 
me all they wanted, as long as I did- 
n’t have anything thrown at me or 
jumped. I wore my colors with pride 
and continued to cheer on my team. 

It wasn’t until after the game that 
I realized just how much Flyers fan 
hate out-of-towners. 

I walked into the bathroom after 
Philly beat Boston 3-2 in OT and was 
surrounded by 12 women telling me 
to take my jersey off. Of course | 
refused and ran out of the bathroom. 


I found my friend George, who 
happens to be a Flyers fan, and we 
started to leave the arena. A young 
man approached George and said, “I 
have a sister who’s a Flyers’ fan, why 
don’t you dump her.” 

I looked at George and simply 
said, “It’s a good thing I’m not your 
girlfriend or I would probably be 
offended by that comment.” 

I guess what they say is true 
Philly fans are fanatics. Where else 
can you go to a football game where 
they actually have a holding cell in 
the stadium? 

George was horrified by the way 
I was treated. He has been to the 
Fleet Center many times to see the 
Flyers play the Bruins has never had 
a word spoken to him, no matter 
which team won the game. 

I can honestly say I will never go 
back to Philly and I will stick to the 
Fleet Center where I am surrounded 
by my fellow Bruins fans. 

The play offs have begun and I 
am all hockey as usual. Friends at 
work even call me ESPN.COM for 
giving everyone updated on scores 
and injuries. Hey what can I say, I 
love my Bruins and I love the NHL. 
No other sport can be followed until 
Lord Stanley is handed to this year’s 
winner. 
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Meet the 2003 NECC baseball coaches 


NECC baseball is in 
good hands 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


With the recent inclement weath- 
er wiping out the majority of the 
baseball schedule last week, we fig- 
ured it would be a good idea to meet 
the 2003 Northern Essex Community 
College baseball coaches. 

Head Coach Kerry Quinlan is 
entering his fourth year at NECC. 
Coach Quinlan rules the baseball 
program with an iron fist. His past 
coaching experience includes stints 
at Winnacunet High School, UMass- 
Boston and several AAU teams. 

Assisting Quinlan will be Ray 
McDonald. Coach McDonald played 


Top 10 


Yaz was one of the 
best all-around 
players in baseball 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


“Yaz”, “Captain Carl”, “the great 
#8” whatever term you use to 
describe Carl Yastrzemski the truth 
of the matter is he’s not only one of 
the best Red Sox players he’s one of 
the best baseball players of all-time. 

Drafted in 1958 while still a 
freshman at the University of Notre 
Dame Yaz signed with the Red Sox 
and was immediately assigned to 
Raleigh of the Carolina League 
where he led the league in batting 
with a .377 batting average. He was 
also named the league’s Most 
Valuable Player and Rookie of the 
Year. 

In 1960, Yaz was moved up to 
the Sox Triple A team in Minneapolis 
where he fell just short of winning 
just short of wining his second bat- 
ting title in as many years. 

In 23 years with the big club in 
Boston, Yaz played left field and dis- 
played a command of the “Green 
Monster” that no one before or since 
has come close to matching. 

In the Red Sox 1967 “Impossible 
Dream” season Yaz captured the 
triple crown (the last player to have 
done so) while also winning the A.L. 
MVP Award. 

Yaz retired following the 1983 
season having compiled some of the 
most staggering statistics in baseball 
history including 3,419 hits, 452 
home runs and 1,844 RBI to go along 
with 18 All-Star appearances and 
seven Gold Gloves. 

Yaz was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1989, the same year the Sox 
retired his #8. He know serves as a 
roving instructor with the Red Sox. 


four years at the University of South 
Florida and has coached at many dif- 
ferent levels. 


Upcoming Games 


April 16 hosts Bunher Hill 
April 22 hosts Roxbury 
April 23 at Roxbury 


April 25 at Bunker Hill 


April 28 hosts Quinsigamond 


April 29 at Quinsigamond 
photos courtesy of NECC Athletics 


Coach Quinlan (1) and Coach McDonald (r) are the captains of the NECC baseball ship 


Red Sox of all-time #2: Yaz 


YAZ 


All photos courtesy of yaz8.com 


Carl Yastrzemski combined a great glove with a powerful bat to produce top notch numbers over the course of his 23 seasons 
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NECC takes a trip to see the Celtics 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The NECC alumni association 
has taken many trips over the years. 
They have taken part in whitewater 
rafting and skiing and seen baseball 
games, but never went to see the 
Boston Celtics play. That changed 
on April 10, 2003 when alumni, 
guests, and a student took a trip to 
see the Celtics play one of their 
Eastern Conference rivals, the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

The trip was organized by Libby 
Jensen of the alumni department. 
She said that the alumni have taken 
many trips, including annual rafting 
and skiing trips. They have also 
attended Boston Red Sox and 
Lowell Spinners baseball games, 
along with being guests of the 
Pawtucket Red Sox, whose General 
Manager is an NECC alum. But a 
basketball game had yet to be done. 
So she decided to organize a trip to 
the Celtics 

Transportation was quite com- 
fortable for the 19 people who 
attended. The group rode to the 
Fleet Center in luxury aboard a 
coach bus, which the college rented. 
The comfortable seats made the trip 
in and out of Boston seem like a 
breeze. 

Going to a Celtics game was 
quite a thrill for Steve Rossi, the 
assistant bursar and an NECC alum, 
because it was his first time going to 
a basketball game. 

“T’m a fan of a winner,” Rossi 
said when asked if he was a C’s fan. 

It was also the first game for 
Ramon Suero, who works in the 
NECC computer labs. Suero was 
proud to point out that he takes care 
of all the computers at NECC’s two 
campuses. 

While it was not their first 
Celtics game, Robert Dick, and 
especially his son Robert Jr. were 
excited to be at the game. 

Robert Jr., 10, whose favorite 
player is Paul Pierce, said he was a 
huge Celtics fan. He also got a big 


thrill before the game. 

“I got to shake Lucky’s hand,” 
said Robert Jr. after he met Lucky, 
the Celtics mascot. 

Bill Jefferson, who’s daughter 
works at NECC, is also a Celtics fan 
and was happy to attend the event. 

“The Celtics are one or two 
players away from being great,” 
Jefferson said. 

Cathy Frazer, an NECC alum, 
was just happy to be on the trip with 
the alumni. 

“The alumni sponsors great 
events,” Frazer said. “I have been in 
the alumni association since 1988.” 

Frazer said that she had attend- 
ed many of the events over the 
years. She mentioned that she was a 
fan of the ski weekend and rafting 
trips. She also explained that the 
more popular trips are repeated, 
where the less popular ones are only 
done once. Jensen said that hey look 
for original ideas every year. 

However, Jensen and Frazer did 
have one concern. 

“We'd like to get more students 
to come, but they are pretty busy,” 
Frazer said. 

The group all sat in section 327, 
which is not courtside, but is very 
good in the state-or-the-art Fleet 
Center. 

One of the big thrills came in 
the third quarter, when “The Boston 
Celtics welcome Northern Essex 
Community College” was flashed 
across “Celtic vision” or the “jum- 
botron” hanging over the playing 
surface. 

As for the game, the Celtics 
played a solid first half, but col- 
lapsed in the second half, losing to 
the 76ers 99-78. 

The 76ers were led by superstar 
Allen Iverson, who had 25 points 
while playing a whopping 45 min- 
utes. Paul Pierce lead the C’s in 
scoring with 24 points. 

The game was summarized well 
by Robert Jr., when he said “I 
thought it as a very good game, but 
we should have given it more effort 
and the refs really stink.” 


David Willis photo 


The action starts with Tony Battie, 4, ready to jump against a 76er. 
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David Willis photo 


During the third quarter, Northern Essex was featured on “Celtics Vision,” much to the delight of the 
group from NECC in attendance. 


David Willis photo 


Section 327 of the balcony was plenty comfortable and close enough for the group from NECC. 


